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ALLIANCES TO FIGHT POVERTY - seminar 
Socialising and democratising Europe 
 
“It deserves to be remarked, perhaps, that it is in the progressive state, while the society is 
advancing to the further acquisition, rather than when it has acquired its full complement of 
riches, that the condition of the labouring poor, of the great body of the people, seems to be 
the happiest and the most comfortable. It is hard in the stationary, and miserable in the 
declining state. The progressive state is in reality the cheerful and the hearty state to all the 
different orders of the society. The stationary is dull; the declining melancholy.”  
 
Adam Smith, An Inquiry into the Nature and Causes of the Wealth of Nations, 1.8.42 
 
 
 
 
 
Madrid, May 7th and May 8th 2015 
Venue: Madrid, ROOM MATE-hotel ÓSCAR, Plaza Vázquez de Mella, 12,  Madrid 
 
 
THURSDAY MAY 7th 2015 
 
9.00 am - 9.15 am Welcome 
   
SESSION 1: Socialising and democratising of the European Semester 
 

9.15 – 9.30 am Welcome and introduction to the seminar 

9.30 – 10.10 am The European Semester and the Annual Growth Survey 2014-2015: 
facts and figures and perspectives for the country specific 
recommendations. By dr. Concepcion Patxot (University of 
Barcelona) - tbc 

10.10 – 11.10 am A social and democratic agenda for the European Semester 
Introduction by dhr. prof. dr. Jonathan Zeitlin (University of 
Amsterdam) 

  

11.10 - 11.40 am Coffee break 

  

11.40 – 01.00 pm Commentary by ETUC (nn) and EAPN (Sian Jones) followed by 
discussion. 

  

01.00 – 02.30 pm Lunch 
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SESSION 2: Answers to the social damage of the austerity policy 
 

02.30 – 03.10 pm The plans of Europe: 
- the Juncker Investment plan 
- the long term unemployment plan 

Introduction and comments by the Alliances to fight Poverty 

03.10 – 04.10 pm Beyond  TINA, looking for a TIAA 
New Economic Foundation, James Meadway, tbc 

  

04.10 – 04.40 pm Coffee break 

  

04.40 – 06.00 pm Commentary from: 
- Ireland: Mike Allen (Focus Ireland) 
- Spain: Beatriz Ireata (EAPN Spain) 
- Greece: nn 
- Portugal: Sandra Araujo (EAPN Portugal) 

06.00 - 07.00 pm Discussion 

  

08.00 pm Dinner 

 
 
FRIDAY MAY 8th 2015 
 
SESSION 3 : Human rights as an answer to the social damage of the crisis 
 

09.00 – 09.15 am Welcome and introduction to the third session 

09.15 – 10.00 am Introduction by Xavier Godinot (ATD Fourth World) 

10.00 – 10. 40 am Human rights as an answer to the social damage of the crisis in 
Greece: Dora Dimitra Telloni (NEI Patras) 

  

10.40 – 11.10 am  Coffee break 

  

11.10 – 11.40 am Commentary by Jamie Burton (Just Fair) 

11.40 – 12.30 pm Discussion 

  

12.30 – 01.00 pm Conclusions  

  

12.30 pm Lunch 

 
 
RE-InVEST workshop (only for the RE-InVEST partners) from 1.30 pm till 5.00 pm 
 


